
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Syrian Regime Prevents Burial of Palestinian Refugee over Coronavirus Claims 

 Debris Cleared in AlHajar AlAswad 

 PLA Recruits New Military Chief 
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Latest developments 

49 Palestinian children have been forcibly disappeared in Syrian 

government prisons since the outbreak of the Syrian conflict in 

2011, according to AGPS data. 

The minors’ ages vary between one and 18 years. 

Sworn affidavits by ex-detainees confirmed the presence of 

toddlers swung in their moms’ arms in Syrian prisons and whose 

fates have remained shrouded in mystery. 

Thousands of children have gone orphaned after they lost one or 

both of their parents in the deadly warfare. 

The warfare in Syria has had traumatic fallouts on Palestinian 

refugee children in and outside of Syria. Post-traumatic stress 

disorders, mental psychosis, sleeplessness and nightmares, eating 

disorders, and intense fear have all been reported among 

Palestinian children from Syria. 

AGPS renews its calls to the international community, human 

rights institutions, UNICEF, UNRWA, and all concerned bodies to 

work on protecting Palestinian children in embattled zones. 

In another development, the Syrian security forces banned 

relatives of a resident of the Palestinian refugee camp of Khan 

Eshieh from burying him in the local cemetery on claims that 

coronavirus victims should be buried elsewhere. 



 

The victim’s body was carried by Syrian security forces and a 

medical delegation to a nearby cemetery. 

Meanwhile, debris-clearance works have been ongoing in 

AlThwrah and Tishreen neighborhoods, in AlHajar AlAswad area, 

south of Damascus. 

Thousands of Palestinian refugees took shelter in AlHajar 

AlAswad, which came under heavy shelling since 2013 and a 

crippling siege after ISIS crept into the area. Offensives launched 

by the Syrian and Russian forces resulted in heavy material 

damage and took away the lives of dozens of civilians. 

Reports have burglary continue to emerge in AlHajar AlAswad 

neighborhood, adjacent to Yarmouk Camp, south of Damascus, 

where hundreds of Palestinian refugees have been taking shelter. 

Members of pro-government groups have reportedly stolen 

furniture from abandoned buildings in and around the 

neighborhoods. 

Palestinian families displaced from the area continue to call on the 

concerned authorities to allow them a safe return to their homes 

and to press ahead with reconstruction projects. 

In the meantime, a so-called Akram AlSelti has been appointed as 

the new military chief of staff of the Palestine Liberation Army 

(PLA), affiliated with the Syrian regime, replacing Major-General 

Mohamed Tareq AlKhadraa, who died of coronavirus last month. 



 

AlSelti served as deputy chief of staff. He also worked as director of 

the intelligence branch under the direct supervision of the Syrian 

intelligence force, which has been involved in torture crimes 

against prisoners. 

AGPS found out that 278 Palestinian refugees fighting alongside 

PLA forces were pronounced dead since the outbreak of the 

conflict in the Syrian Arab Republic. 

Sometime earlier, the PLA’s Chief of Staff, Major General Tareq 

AlKhadra, said nearly 6,000 conscripts have been fighting 

alongside PLA at over 15 sites across war-ravaged Syria. 

Scores of Palestinian youths have been forced to join pro-

government battalions in Syria. Those who refuse forced 

conscription are often subjected to manhunt and imprisonment. 

Thousands of young men have fled the country in the hunt for a 

safer shelter. 

 


