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Latest Developments

Statistics released by AGPS on the World Press Freedom Day have
recorded the death of 18 Palestinian journalists since the outburst
of deadly hostilities in March 2011, among whom academics and

volunteers.

The causalities died while covering scenes on the battleground or
while providing civilians with relief assistance across the ravaged

Syrian territories.

The list includes nine journalists who died under shelling, five who

were tortured to death, and four others who were fatally shot.

The casualties are photojournalists and activists Fady Abu Ajaj,
Jamal Khalifa, Ahmad AlSahli, Bassam Hamidi, Ahmad Taha, and
Bilal Sa’id. They were killed in onslaughts targeting Yarmouk Camp

for Palestinian refugees.
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Photojournalist Jehad Shehabi died in an air strike on Hjeira town,
south of Damascus, while activist Yamen Dhaher was killed in a raid
on Khan Eshieh Camp. News correspondent Tareq Ziad Khader was

pronounced dead in Daraa Camp, south of Syria.
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Yarmouk residents Niraz Sa’id, Khaled Bakrawi, Hassan Hassan,
and Alaa Naji, along with Bilal Ahmad, from Muadhamiyat AlSham,

were tortured to death in Syrian government prisons.

Iyas Farhat was the first journalist to be killed in Yarmouk as he
covered a rally protesting the murder of 14 members of the Palestine

Liberation Army in the bloody warfare north of Syria.

Ghassan Shehabi, director of AlShajara Center to document
Palestinian heritage, along with activists Ahmad Kousa and Mounir
AlKhatib were gunned down by a government sniper in Yarmouk

Camp.

Scores of activists, journalists, and correspondents have,
meanwhile, been locked up in Syrian government dungeons for
years. The list includes Muhannad Omar, Ali Shehabi, Rami Hajou,
Ali Musleh, and Ahmad Jalil.

Facts on the ground prove that the number of casualties is much
higher. Difficulties in documentation stem from the absence of
official statistics, lack of concern as regards the number of
Palestinian casualties, journalists in particular, the intricacy of the
name-identification process, and the families’ reluctance to reveal

the victims’ names for fear of retaliation.

AGPS condemns the apathy maintained by the international
community and Palestinian leadership as regards the extrajudicial
killing, harsh torture, and arbitrary detention of Palestinian

journalists and activists in war-ravaged Syria.
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A report released by AGPS in 2016 to document the violations
perpetrated against Palestinian journalists in Syria provides
through data about the number of detainees and casualties who died
while trying to cover events, protests, and war crimes across the

embattled Syrian territories.

In another development, the family of a displaced Palestinian
girl from Syria in Lebanon’s AlBekaa region continues to appeal to
the national and international humanitarian institutions to help
them secure sums of money needed to purchase insulin for their
diabetic child.

The 17-year-old girl is diagnosed with type 1 diabetes, known as
juvenile diabetes or insulin-dependent diabetes, which is a chronic
condition in which the pancreas produces little or no insulin. Insulin
doses are, therefore, needed to allow sugar (glucose) to enter cells to

produce energy.

Her father told AGPS that his daughter needs 12 insulin pens every

single month, a dose that costs up to $250 per month.
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The UN has identified Palestinian refugees in Lebanon as one of the
most marginalized and poorest communities in the region as they
continue to face high marginalization, making them heavily reliant
on humanitarian support to cover their basic needs. The socio-
economic hardships and unrest experienced by the country have

compounded the refugees’ already dire living conditions.

The majority of the Palestinian refugee population in Lebanon live
in poverty and are unable to meet even their most essential food
requirements. The refugees’ vulnerability is further compounded by

their lack of access to healthcare facilities.

Meanwhile, displaced Palestinian families taking shelter in
Daraa camp, south of Syria, continue to denounce the price hike and

dire socio-economic conditions in the area.

Over recent months, families taking refuge in the area also said
potable water has been contaminated by sewage, causing it to

become foul and salty.

All the way through Syria’s nine-year conflict, residents of Daraa
Camp for Palestinian refugees, south of Syria, have been grappling
with dire humanitarian conditions owing to the high rates of

unemployment and absence of vital facilities.

Civilians continue to sound distress signals over the absence of
health services and life-saving medical kit. Most of the clinics and
medical centers in the area have gone out of operation in the
warfare. Dozens of sick and elderly civilians face mountainous

journeys trying to reach AlKashef area for treatment.
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UN data indicates that Deraa refugee camp is located inside Deraa
City, in southern Syria. Palestinian refugees came to the Deraa area

in two waves in 1948 and in 1967.

However, as the recent conflict unraveled, the camp became
engulfed by violence and 9o per cent of the camp population had to
leave the camp and seek safety in other areas such as Deraa city,
Damascus or Jordan. Most UNRWA services were moved to

alternative premises in Deraa city.

Deraa camp and its surroundings returned to government control in
the summer of 2018. The camp is now largely destroyed. UNRWA
was able to return to Deraa camp in November 2018 to conduct a
needs assessment. Inside Deraa camp, all premises including three
school buildings and a clinic need substantial repairs or complete

rebuilding.

Deraa camp was home to 10,500 Palestine refugees before 2011. As
of November 2018, 400 Palestine refugee families have returned

since the camp returned to government hands.

As of February 2020, some 800 families had returned to Daraa
camp and 750 students to the UNRWA schools, according to
UNRWA.
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The camp was initially set up on an area of 0.04 square kilometers,
and it now covers an area of 1.3 square kilometers. In addition to
the 10,500 Palestine refugees in the camp, there were more than
17.500 Palestine refugees living in neighboring Syrian villages
before the conflict. Most of them worked as farmers on Syrian-
owned lands, others were employed as wage laborers, government
workers and a few as UNRWA staff.

The older part of the camp was established in 1950-51 for refugees
from the northern and eastern parts of Palestine following the 1948
Arab-Israeli conflict. Next to the old camp is the newer part, which
was set up in 1967 for some 4,200 Palestine refugees who were
forced to leave the Quneitra Governorate in the Golan following the

1967 Arab-Israeli conflict.

Along similar lines, some 150 Palestinian refugee families
from Syria who returned to the blockaded Gaza Strip have been
facing an abject humanitarian situation in the Israeli-blockaded

enclave.

The refugees say they have been deprived of humanitarian

assistance by UNRWA and the Palestine Liberation Organization.

Palestinians living in the Gaza Strip have been enduring dire living
conditions due to the 13-year-long Israeli siege and the devastating

upshots of the Israeli onslaughts on the coastal enclave.

Civilians continue to launch cries for help over the high rates of

unemployment, lack of financial resources, and movement
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crackdowns, which they said have made life quite unbearable in

Gaza.

The offensives launched by the Israeli military on Gaza have turned
the enclave into a hell on earth as most families have lost their

sources of incomes, homes, and property.

Last month, UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres expressed
concern over the alarming situation in the besieged Gaza Strip in

light of the propagation of the novel coronavirus COVID-19.

"There are dramatic humanitarian needs for these people even
without this pandemic”, he said. "It is very difficult for these people
to be living in self-isolation. There, households often don't have
water, no soap, and healthcare facilities are extremely rudimentary.

So we need to boost the response capacity in those areas".

According to data by the Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC), Gaza is
one of the world's most densely populated areas, with more than
5,000 inhabitants per square kilometer. The Gaza Strip is smaller

than the city of Oslo but is home to three times as many people.

A 2012 UN report predicted the Palestinian enclave would be
“unlivable” by 2020 if nothing was done to ease the blockade, but in
June 2017 a UN report on living conditions in Gaza stated that all
the indicators were going in the wrong direction and that deadline

was actually approaching even faster than earlier predicted.

Gaza is described by many Palestinians and humanitarian actors as

the world’s largest open-air prison, where nearly 2 million
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Palestinians live behind a blockade and are refused access to the

other occupied Palestinian areas and the rest of the world.

NRC said 7 out of 10 Palestinians in Gaza are registered as refugees,
and many of these come from families who were forced to leave their
villages in 1948. Many have also been forced to leave their homes

due to war, violence, and economic hardship.
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