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• Education Fees Paid for a Number of Palestinian Refugee Students from Syria 

• Palestinian and Syrian Passports Classified as Weakest in the World 

• Palestinian Girl Wins Table Tennis Championship in Syria  
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Latest Developments 

The conflict between Russia and Ukraine has been causing knock-

on effects globally. The situation of Palestinian refugees, 

particularly those sheltered in war-torn Syria, has been greatly 

impacted.  

Prices of food and non-food items have skyrocketed and the 

exchange rate of the Syrian pound has further deteriorated (1 

USD/3,900 SP, up from 3,500). 

One liter of oil has reached up to 10,000 SP while a kilogram of 

rice is sold at 7,000. The cost of one kilogram of ghee is estimated 

at 13,000 SP. 

Eleven years after demonstrations started in Syria, the majority of 

Palestinian refugees sheltered in the war-torn country have been 

grappling with an abject humanitarian situation. 

UN data indicates that over half of the Palestine refugees in the 

country have been displaced at least once because of the brutal 

conflict that ensued, including 120,000 who have sought safety in 

neighbouring countries, mainly Lebanon and Jordan, and beyond; 

438,000 Palestine refugees remain in the country – 91 per cent of 

whom live in absolute poverty - and who have been among those 

worst affected by the conflict. 

Over 80% of PRS live in extreme poverty and rely on humanitarian 

assistance as their main source of income. 86% of PRS households 

are reported to be in debt. 



 

In another development, the Mahmoud Abbas Foundation said it 

will be covering the first semester installments of Palestinian 

refugee students in Lebanon and those coming from Syria who 

benefited from grants offered by the Foundation. 

In a statement, the Abbas Foundation said 1,800 students enrolled 

at 15 universities have benefited from the scholarship program. 

Even before the pandemic and the financial meltdown of Lebanon, 

Palestine refugees lived in poverty and faced systemic restrictions 

that limited their employment, property ownership and, at times, 

movement. Joblessness has been high in Palestine refugee camps 

for many years, but the collapse of the Lebanese economy in the 

last few months has left many of them feeling desperate, especially 

as UNRWA has been struggling with an acute financial crisis itself. 

COVID-19 has been the latest in a series of recent devastating 

blows to a community that has suffered marginalization and 

uncertainty for decades. 

Meanwhile, the Syrian and Palestinian passports have been ranked 

by Henley Passport as the weakest passports during the first 

quarter of 2022. 

The Syrian passport is ranked 109 

 globally. Only 29 countries allow the entry of Syrians without 

visas.  

The Palestinian passport is ranked 105 



 

 globally. Palestinians without visas are only allowed to enter 35 

countries, including Sri Lanka, Dominica, Singapore, and the 

Seychelles. Holders of Palestinian passports should receive a visa 

to enter 194 countries.  

The weakest five passports are the Iraqi (110), Syrian (109), 

Yemeni (107), Somali (106), and Palestinian (105).  

The Henley Passport Index is the original, authoritative ranking of 

all the world’s passports according to the number of destinations 

their holders can access without a prior visa. The index is based on 

exclusive data from the International Air Transport Association 

(IATA) – the largest, most accurate travel information database – 

and enhanced by Henley & Partners’ research team. Expert 

insights regarding the latest ranking are available in the Global 

Mobility Report 2022 Q1. 

In the meantime, 20-year-old Palestinian girl Alaa Fudeil, raised in 

Khan Dannun refugee camp, in Rif Dimashq, won the first place in 

Syrian Universities Central Table Tennis Championship, which was 

held between February 24-27 at Al-Baath University in Homs. 35 

students took part in the championship. 

Hundreds of displaced Palestinian refugees in/from Syria have 

achieved success stories, despite the traumatic upshots wrought by 

the daily scenes of bloodshed and destruction across the embattled 

Syrian territories. 

This includes scores of refugee students who have obtained the 

highest scores at their academic institutions; hundreds of refugee 



 

sportsmen/sportswomen who snatched the first places in regional 

and international competitions; dozens of artists who received 

renowned literary awards for their products and performances; 

and several housewives who turned trauma into a space of 

creativity. 

 


