
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Authorities Pledge Near Return of Displaced Families to Tadhamun Neighborhood 

 Palestinian Refugee Mahmoud Tamim Secretly Detained in Syria since 2013 

 Palestinian Refugees Voice Concern over Their Fate as Fire Tears Through Greek Camp 
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Latest developments 

As the new academic year has stepped in, Palestinian refugee 

schoolchildren and students continue to struggle with the 

devastating impact of the ten-year warfare. 

Available data by UNRWA indicates that 32 UNRWA facilities have 

been reduced to rubble in Yarmouk Camp alone, including 16 

schools, in the Syrian conflict. 

Several other UNRWA facilities were destroyed in the Syrian 

warfare and others have gone out of operation, including two 

clinics, a vocational training center, a youth development center, 

and 28 schools, out of 112 UNRWA schools in Syria. 

Upon more than one occasion, the UN has raised alarm bells over 

the striking upsurge in the rate of school dropouts among the 

Palestinians of Syria, several among whom have left schools to help 

feeding their impoverished families in unemployment-stricken 

refugee camps. 

Dozens of Palestinian students, schoolchildren, and teaching staff 

have been killed or forcibly disappeared in war-ravaged Syria. 



 

 

Along similar lines, Damascus Governor Adel AlAlebi said 

displaced families will be allowed to return to AlTadhamun 

neighborhood, south of Damascus, starting next week. 

The governor called on families to hand over the identity 

documents and ownership proofs to the concerned authorities. 

Hundreds of Palestinian families had taken shelter in AlTadhamun 

neighborhood before they fled the area following the outburst of 

the bloody conflict.  



 

 

Meanwhile, Palestinian refugee Mahmoud Mohamed Tamim, aged 

58, has been locked up in Syrian government dungeons for seven 

years running. 

The refugee, a resident of Yarmouk Camp, was kidnapped by 

Syrian security forces on August 3, 2013 and was transferred to an 

unknown destination. His condition and whereabouts remain 

shrouded in mystery. 

AGPS has kept record of the secret incarceration of 1,797 

Palestinian refugees in Syrian government dungeons, among them 

110 women and girls. 



 

 

In the meantime, hundreds of Palestinian refugees and thousands 

of other asylum seekers taking shelter in Moria camp, set up on the 

Greek island of Lesbos, have expressed deep concern over their 

deteriorating humanitarian condition after a fire rocked the 

substandard migrant facility.  

Just days after the fire tore through the Moria refugee camp and 

displaced more than 12,000 people, some of those same people 

were tear-gassed by police while protesting the construction of a 

replacement camp. 

Protesters say they want to leave the island altogether. 

Hundreds of refugees gathered Saturday, some chanting "freedom" 

and carrying signs, while bulldozers cleared debris in preparation 

for a new tent settlement, Reuters reported. Police fired tear gas 

after some protesters tried to march to Mytilene, the island's main 

city. 



 

The new Lesbos camp, set up at an army firing range, will host 

about 3,000 people, according to local media. Families and 

members of "vulnerable groups" will get priority, government 

officials said. It's not clear what will happen to the other 9,000 or 

so refugees. 

After the fires, Greek officials relocated more than 400 

unaccompanied children to mainland Greece, according to CNN. 

But authorities have refused mass transfer off the island, despite 

the pleas of refugees. Officials promised to provide safe and 

sanitary conditions at the new tent encampment. 

The Moria camp was built to house 3,000 people but at least four 

times as many people have been living there. 

Complicating the resettlement are fears of the coronavirus. 

Authorities have lost track of 35 camp residents who had tested 

positive for the virus, Reuters reported. And the displaced refugees 

have had no access to basic sanitation in the days since the Moria 

camp burned. 

The unsanitary conditions being endured by Moria's former 

inhabitants in the fields and streets of Lesbos has caused deep 

alarm. 

"This is a health bomb. These people haven't even had access to 

water all these days, they cannot even wash their hands," Matina 

Pagoni, president of Athens and Piraeus hospital doctors' union, 

told Skai television. 



 

Many of the asylum seekers in Moria described life there as being 

worse than much of what they had endured on their long, often 

painful journeys towards what they hoped was a better life in 

Europe. 

Human Rights Watch said the Moria fires "highlight the failure of 

the European Union's 'hotspot approach' ... which has led to the 

containment of thousands of people on the Greek islands". 

"European leaders should share responsibility for the reception 

and support of asylum seekers. Also, Greek authorities should 

ensure that respect for human rights is at the centre of its response 

to this fire," the rights group's Eva Cosse said in a statement. 

 


