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The situation of Palestinian refugees in Syria

Activists Warn Yarmouk Residents against Attempts to Turn Their Property
into Bargaining Chips

I Palestinian Refugee Child Killed by War Remnants in Syria
I EU Confirms EUR 97 Million Contribution to Palestine Refugees
I UNRWA Announces Aid Plan for Palestinian Refugees in Lebanon
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Latest Developments

Activists have called on the residents of Yarmouk Camp, in
Damascus, to stand on guard to all attempts to force them to forfeit
their houses and property at low prices.

With the return of a number of families to Yarmouk, prices of
houses and property have skyrocketed in the Camp.

The activists have warned against attempts by crooked real estate
brokers to pressurize civilians to sell their homes and properties.

Real estate dealers have reportedly established limited-liability
contracting companies to buy real estate from the residents at
extremely cheap prices. Civilians who have lost their property
ownership documents have particularly come under simmering
pressure.

UN data indicates that before the eruption of the conflict in 2011,
Yarmouk was home to approximately 160,000 Palestine refugees,
making it the largest Palestine refugee community in Syria.
Located eight kilometers from Damascus, it is one of three
unofficial camps in Syria.

In December 2012, fierce clashes erupted in Yarmouk, causing
numerous civilian casualties, severe damage to property and the
displacement of thousands of Palestine refugees and Syrians. The
camp was under siege from July 2013, drastically restricting the
entry of commercial and humanitarian goods.

In April 2015, armed opposition groups captured over 60 per cent
of the camp, containing over 90 per cent of the remaining civilian
population. This not only made relief institutions unable to carry
out any distributions inside Yarmouk but also displaced most of
the remaining 18,000 Palestine refugees and other civilians to the
neighboring areas of Yalda, Babila and Beit Saham (YBB).

Almost all the remaining Palestine refugees left during the final
government offensive for Yarmouk in April-May 2018, after which
the government retook control of the camp.

In another development, a Palestinian refugee child died after a
suspicious object went off in Hanano.
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The victim is ten-year-old Abdullah Ahmad Saker, a resident of
AlNeirab Camp for Palestinian refugees, in Aleppo, north of Syria.

Landmines, explosive remnants of war and improvised explosive
devices (IEDs), which are particularly unpredictable and difficult
to detect, continue to put millions of people, including Palestine
refugees, at risk.

Data by the UN Agency for Palestine refugees indicates that in
Syria, approximately 1 in 2 people are at risk from explosive
contamination and 1/3 of the communities are potentially
contaminated. Contamination severely impacts lives, livelihoods
and amplifies the social and economic crisis aggravated by the
COVID-19 pandemic.

People displaced or returning home are at high risk as they have
limited information on safety issues in the areas they are going to.

This threat is particularly high for Palestine refugees in Syria,
especially in newly-accessible or difficult-to-reach areas. These
include areas that Palestine refugees have recently returned to
areas such as Yarmouk, Ein el Tal and Dera'a camp.

Children on their way to and from school are highly exposed to the
dangers of explosive ordnance.

Meanwhile, in the aftermath of the latest Israeli aggression on the
Gaza Strip, the European Union (EU) Representative to West Bank
and Gaza, Sven Kiihn von Burgsdorff, and other EU Member
States’ representatives visited on Tuesday UNRWA Beach
Preparatory School in Beach Palestine refugee camp, in the
blockaded Gaza Strip.

The visit coincided with the signing of the annual EU contribution
to UNRWA Programme Budget for 2022, confirming EU and
Member States’ commitment to the rights and human development
of Palestine refugees living in Gaza, the West Bank, including East
Jerusalem, Jordan, Lebanon and Syria, until a just and lasting
solution to their plight.

“I am extremely grateful as the European Union continues to be
one of the most reliable donors and a strategic partner for the
Agency in 2022. This timely contribution comes as the Agency
faces important and deepening financial challenges to implement
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the mandate received from the UN General Assembly”, said
UNRWA Commissioner-General Philippe Lazzarini.

“EU funds will help us sustain essential services, including
education, health care and social services to Palestine refugees,
who are confronted with immense hardship across the whole
region,” added Lazzarini.

The delegation visiting Gaza was received by the Director of
UNRWA Affairs in Gaza, Thomas White, and the UNRWA teams.

During the recent Israeli escalation, 48 Palestinians were killed,
including 17 children and some 450 Palestinians were internally
displaced, some of whom took shelter in UNRWA schools.

“The people in Gaza continue to suffer immensely from the
hardship caused by 15 years of closure and economic restrictions.
This is exacerbated by repeated rounds of violent attacks where so
many innocent Palestinians have lost their lives and suffered from
injuries. I come here today, together with representatives of EU
Member States, to show our solidarity with the victims of the last
round of military conflict and to extend concrete support to
Palestine refugees, and notably youth and children, through our
longstanding partnership with UNRWA.”

“While we encourage all parties to fully uphold the ceasefire, we
call for a transparent and independent investigation into the
unlawful killing of civilians, including many children and women.
Without a fundamental change to the political, security and
economic situation in Gaza, including the end of the closure and
achieving reconciliation among Palestinian factions, Gazan
civilians will be the one paying the price for the lack of political will
on the side of Israel as the occupying power and the Palestinian
duty bearers to achieve a peaceful solution that allows the creation
of a sovereign, viable and democratic Palestinian State of which
Gaza is an integral part,” said the European Union Representative
Sven Kiihn von Burgsdorff.

Under this newly signed agreement, the EU will provide a
contribution of EUR 97 million to support the human development
work of UNRWA in 2022, including over half a million girls and
boys attending UNRWA schools and around two million refugees
seeking health care at UNRWA clinics.
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Along similar lines, UNRWA said it will be delivering cash aid for
Palestinian refugees from Syria in Lebanon after it received
additional funds.

Every registered refugee will be receiving a sum of 25USD per
month (July and August). An additional grant of 50 USD per
month will also be handed over to registered families. Refugees
benefiting from social insurance will be receiving 50 USD.

Palestinian refugees from Syria (PRS) in Lebanon are grappling
with increased hardship and vulnerability, due to long-term
displacement and difficult socio-economic conditions, coupled
with the consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic.

According to UNRWA, 87% of PRS live in poverty in the Lebanese
territories.



