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• Property-Theft Reported in AlHajar AlAswad 

• 3 Residents of Palestinian Refugee Camp of Khan Eshieh Injured in Road Accident 

• Palestinian Refugee Ahmed Eid Forcibly Disappeared in Syria since 2013 
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Latest Developments 

The impact of price inflation has been greatest in places like Syria. 

Food and non-food prices have soared by 40%. 

After more than a decade of conflict, Palestinian and Syrian 

families are now facing the country’s worst ever economic crisis. 

Rent, food, medicine and fuel are now out of reach for many 

families. Humanitarian needs across the country have never been 

higher.  

UN data indicates that a record 14.6 million people in Syria are 

now in need of humanitarian assistance and nearly 7 million 

people are displaced – many have had to move more than once.  

As the economic situation continues to deteriorate, its impact is 

acutely felt by everyone, not only the poorest or displaced families. 

The majority of families say they are eating less, cutting meals and 

going into debt to meet their basic needs.  

A recent report by the UN World Food Programme has revealed 

that in February 2022, the national average price of a standard 

reference food basket1 increased by two percent since January 

2022, reaching SYP 231,004. The national average food basket 

price was 34 percent higher than that of August 2021 (six months 

ago) and 71 percent higher compared to February 2021 (Figure 1). 

February marked the highest ever recorded monthly average 

reference food basket price since monitoring started in 2013, 

representing the sixth consecutive month with record levels for the 

national average reference food basket price. 



 

Month-on-month (m-o-m), 10 governorates recorded an 

increasing average reference food basket price in February 2022. 

Idleb remains the governorate with the highest average food basket 

price at SYP 257,890, down one percent m-o-m while AlHasakeh 

remains the governorate reporting the lowest average price at SYP 

210,643 up two percent m-o-m. 

The highest m-o-m increase of six percent was reported in Rural 

Damascus, Damascus and Deir-ezZor, where the price of the 

basket reached SYP 233,501, SYP 231,541, and SYP 217,798, 

respectively. The lowest m-o-m increase (minus one percent) was 

reported in Idleb, Tartous, and Hama where the price of the basket 

reached SYP 257,890, SYP 251,138, and SYP 223,916, respectively. 

Lattakia’s average reference food basket price remained unchanged 

m-o-m at SYP 225,786. 

Year-on-year (y-o-y), the price of the reference food basket has 

significantly increased across all 14 governorates. Dar’a recorded 

the highest increase (up 111 percent), while Idleb recorded the 

lowest increase (up 72 percent) - Chart 1.The protracted 

consequences of the Syria crisis, coupled with the socio-economic 

deterioration and the impacts of COVID-19, continue to pose grave 

humanitarian challenges to Palestine refugees. 

Despite the overall reduction in hostilities, insecurity continues to 

affect the Palestine refugee community in Syria. This situation has 

not improved in 2022.  



 

According to UNRWA estimates, around 40 per cent of the 

Palestine refugee population in Syria remain in protracted 

displacement. 

The deteriorating Syrian economy and rising inflation is giving rise 

to a real threat of hunger. A drastic loss of purchasing power has 

increased fears amongst the population, including Palestine 

refugees, about their ability to meet their basic needs, in particular 

food. 

An UNRWA survey found that 82 per cent of the refugees 

interviewed now live on less than US$ 1.9 a day and that 48 per 

cent of total household expenditure was spent on food, indicating 

severe distress within families. 

In another development, Syrian pro-regime patrols deployed in 

Yarmouk Camp for Palestinian refugees broke into the nearby 

neighborhood of AlHajar AlAswad and stole property from civilian 

homes. 

Local sources said members of the National Defence Forces were 

caught near AlYazor school, in AlHajar AlAswad, where they 

ravaged abandoned buildings and took away power cables, wood 

bars, windows, doors and other furniture. 

Thousands of Palestinian refugees used to take shelter in AlHajar 

AlAswad, which came under heavy shelling since 2013 and a 

crippling siege after ISIS crept into the area. Offensives launched 

by the Syrian and Russian forces resulted in heavy material 

damage and took away the lives of dozens of civilians. 



 

Meanwhile, three young men from Khan Eshieh Camp for 

Palestinian refugees, in Syria’s Rif Dimashq province, sustained 

wounds after they were hit by a car on the highway between 

Damascus and AlQuneitra. 

Eye-witnesses said the young men were driving a motorcycle at 

high speed. 

Over recent years, several horrific accidents took place in the camp 

due to inappropriate speed and infringement of road safety rules. 

Civilians continue to rail against the uncontrolled use of 

motorcycles and called on the concerned authorities and popular 

committees to take urgent steps in response to such a life-

threatening phenomenon. 

In the meantime, Palestinian refugee Ahmed Mahmoud Eid has 

been secretly locked up in Syrian government prisons for the 9thh 

consecutive year. 

Ahmed was arrested by Syrian security forces on February 1, 2013 

and dragged to an unknown destination. His condition and 

whereabouts remain unknown. 

AGPS has documented the secret detention of nearly 1,800 

Palestinian refugees in Syria’s state-run penitentiaries, where 

hundreds of others have also been fatally tortured. 

 


