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The situation of Palestinian refugees in Syria

Palestinian Refugees Living Below Poverty Line in Syria

I Residents of Khan Dannun Camp Facing Abject Socio-Economic Conditions
I 3 Palestinian Brothers & Their Mother Forcibly Disappeared by Syrian Regime for
oth Year

I 8 Palestinian Businessman Achieves Booming Career in Sweden
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Latest Developments

The conflict in Syria has led to a food safety disaster in the country,
with 93 percent of the population living in poverty.

A number of factors have led to this reality, including the
monopoly the armed groups have on sources of food.

The protracted displacement, deteriorating socio-economic
conditions, dire humanitarian needs and protection concerns
continue to affect the lives of Palestine refugees in Syria.

UN data indicates that the protracted conflict has devastated
human security and left 91 per cent of the 438,000 Palestine
refugees estimated to remain in the country in absolute poverty
and 40 per cent displaced.

Due to the serious protection gaps, children have been forced to
drop out of school and join armed groups to help feed their
starving families.

The families also continue to express fear that they won’t be able to
cook their food or keep the cold out of their homes this year due to
fuel dearth, as a cold winter season has unlocked its gates.

The refugees have launched into a tirade against the malpractices
of Syria’s burgeoning black oil market, fuel shortages, and—most of
all—the exorbitant prices of wood and fuel charged by corrupt
officials and traders.

Desperate for warmth, displaced Palestinian and Syrian families
taking refuge in under-equipped camps and substandard facilities
have been burning their clothes and plastic materials to stave off
winter cold after they failed to afford firewood and fuel supplies.

On the International Human Solidarity Day (IHSD), annually
observed by the United Nations on December 20, AGPS called on
the international community, particularly UNRWA, to take further
action in order to provide the Palestinians of Syria with the
physical and legal protection they quite urgently need at such a
critical time.
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The International Human Solidarity Day (IHSD), observed on
December 20, is an international annual unity day of the United
Nations and its member states introduced by the general assembly
during the 2005 World Summit. It was established on December
22 2005 by resolution 60/209.

AGPS also urges the Palestinian Authority and its diplomatic
missions to work on lifting movement sanctions on Palestinian
refugees in host countries, as decreed by international
humanitarian law.

Along similar lines, the purchasing power index among Palestinian
refugees living in war-torn Syria has dramatically gone down since
the outbreak of the conflict.

In Khan Dannun refugee camp, in Rif Dimashgq, prices have
skyrocketed while civilians can barely afford a few pounds to get
their most basic needs.

Hundreds of families have had women as their sole breadwinners;
and in several other cases boys and girls are spotted begging in the
street for a few pounds.

In the meantime, Palestinian brothers Bassel, Youssef, and
Mohamed Ghazi Loubani along with their mother Meriam have
been secretly held in Syria’s state-run prisons for the ninth
consecutive year.

The family members were arrested in 2014 by Syrian security
forces deployed at Ali AlWahsh Street as they attempted to flee the
then-blockaded Yarmouk Camp.

In another development, Palestinian refugee Mohaned Badawi has
achieved an outstanding career in Sweden, where he established
several companies and restaurant chains.

Mohaned was born and raised in Damascus, where his father
worked as a merchant. He studied computer science in the U.S.A
before he moved to Sweden.

He founded his first company in 1991 and got later involved in
importing halal meat and poultry. In 2003, he established a factory
for roasting and packing nuts, the first of its kind in Sweden. In
20009, he established a company specialized in the production of
nuts and dried fruits.
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He established a so-called DAMAS restaurant in 2014 in
Helsingborg. Two year later, he established the first factory for
roasting nuts in Qatar. In 2017, he established a sweets factory. He
opened another restaurant in the city of Malmo, in southern
Sweden.

In 2006, he won the best company award in Helsingborg twice. He
also won the DI Gazelle award, which is granted to flourishing
companies. In 2008, he received the Pioneer Company award.
Sometime later, he was invited to meet the Swedish king for his
booming projects, before he accompanied a delegation from the
Swedish Ministry of Trade for a visit to Damascus in 2009.



