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Latest Developments 

A delegation of UNRWA Advisory Commission members visited 

UNRWA in Syria on the 18and 19June 2022, the first such visit 

since the conflict started in the country over a decade ago.   

The delegation included Finland, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Lebanon, 

Norway, Palestine, Sweden, Switzerland, Syria, and the European 

Union was accompanied by Leni Stenseth, UNRWA Deputy 

Commissioner-General, and Amanya Michael-Ebye, Director of 

UNRWA Affairs in Syria. 

Visiting the Yarmouk, Sbeineh, and Khan Eshieh camps in 

Damascus, the UNRWA emergency cash assistance centre and the 

Damascus Training Centre (for Technical and Vocational 

Education), the delegation was briefed on UNRWA achievements, 

challenges, priorities and the growing needs of Palestine refugees 

in Syria amid a deteriorating economy, rising inflation, and rapid 

increases in the prices of basic commodities.  They also listened to 

a briefing on the Agency's phased response plans for two camps 

severely affected by the conflict, namely Yarmouk in Damascus and 

Ein el Tal in Aleppo.  

"UNRWA is urgently seeking funding to rehabilitate its 

installations in those camps, to be able to resume essential services 

for Palestine refugees who have desperately returned to the camp 

to damaged homes, escaping rising costs of rent where they were 

displaced," Amanya said. 

UNRWA Deputy Commissioner-General, Leni Stenseth, expressed 

gratitude for the commitment of the governments of UNRWA 

Advisory Commission representatives, highlighting that the visit 

will help the participants to see first-hand the situation of Palestine 

refugees, the need to rehabilitate UNRWA installations in 

devastated Yarmouk and Ein el Tal camps, and the support 

required from donors.  

"We deeply count on donors' generous contributions to meet the 

enormous needs of the Palestine refugee community in Syria and 

to rehabilitate Yarmouk and Ein el Tal camps.  Without your help 
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we will not have the financial capabilities to rehabilitate the 

UNRWA installations in the camp. Thanks to your ongoing 

support, various critical UNRWA services have been sustained to 

Palestine refugees in Syria," Stenseth said. 

In his presentation, Amanya said: "Like Syrians, Palestine refugees 

struggle to cope with the impacts of protracted crisis, displacement 

and myriad other challenges. They rely entirely on UNRWA 

services and cash assistance. UNRWA urgently needs sustainable 

funding to support the resilience of the refugees”.  

During the visit to Yarmouk, the delegation heard first-hand 

testimonies of UNRWA staff about health services provided during 

the most challenging circumstances. They visited the Agency's 

destroyed installations in the camp, where UNRWA plans to carry 

out rehabilitation works to resume its services for those who 

returned, including students who currently attend schools outside 

Yarmouk. 

While in Sbeineh camp, where UNRWA was able to rehabilitate its 

installations in 2017 and re-establish services to support dignified 

returns of refugees, the delegation toured the Agency's health and 

community centres, where they interacted with beneficiaries and 

learned about their challenges, but also about their positive 

feedback for the resumption of UNRWA services in the camp in 

2017. 

In the Khan Eshieh camp, where Palestine refugees have gradually 

returned starting from 2016, the delegation toured an UNRW- 

rehabilitated community centre and a school. 

In the Damascus Training Centre, the delegation received briefings 

on the UNRWA technical and vocational education and training 

programme to prepare young Palestine refugees for the job market. 

"Investing in youth means investing in the future of an entire 

generation," Amanya said. 

Palestine refugee beneficiaries and UNRWA front line staff at the 

emergency cash assistance centre underlined that UNRWA cash 

assistance is a lifeline for Palestine refugees who face acute and 

growing needs resulting from  the protracted crisis in Syria, 

compounded with the challenges created by COVID-19 and the 

unprecedented economic crisis. 
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The delegation also met the UN Resident Coordinator and 

Humanitarian Coordinator, Imran Riza, who updated the members 

with the humanitarian situation and most urgent needs in the 

country, UN priorities and humanitarian response in Syria and 

appealed to them to provide urgently-needed funding to support 

the critical work of the UN in Syria.  

Expressing their full support and commitment to UNRWA work 

for Palestine refugees, delegation members promised to pass on 

the messages to their governments. Their support is needed to 

make sure UNRWA services continue in an increasingly 

challenging environment. 

In another development, Syrian security forces released on 

Monday a resident of Deraa Camp for Palestinian refugees, south 

of Syria. 

Oweis Malek AlNaser, from the Muzeireeb’s displaced community, 

was released following two years in prison. His father has also been 

incarcerated in a Syrian lock-up. 

Meanwhile, UNRWA said it has started cash aid distribution for 

Palestinian refugees from Syria. 

The cash allowance covers the Months of May and June. 

The grants will be transferred through OMT. The disbursed sum is 

50 USD per every refugee and 100 USD for the two months.  

Concerned refugees should present their identity documents, 

passports and/or a certificate of identification from the Palestine 

Embassy. 

UNRWA said scanned documents and copies will not be accepted 

for aid delivery. 

Palestinian refugees from Syria (PRS) in Lebanon are grappling 

with increased hardship and vulnerability, due to long-term 

displacement and difficult socio-economic conditions, coupled 

with the consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

According to UNRWA, 87% of PRS live in poverty in the Lebanese 

territories. 

In the meantime, the Palestinian Red Crescent Organization, in 

cooperation with the Danish Red Cross, held literacy and adult 
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education courses for women in AlHusainiya Camp for Palestinian 

refugees, in Rif Dimashq. 

The course provides training on the techniques of reading, writing, 

mathematics, and communication. 


