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"Damascus Health Workers Union Honors Palestinian Technician"

o Fuel Distribution Staff Penalized in Rif Dimashq
o Humanitarian Institutions Urge EU to Stem Migrant Deportations, Pushbacks
e Syrian Regime Issues Administrative Order to End Retention and Summons to Military Service
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Latest Developments

On October 26, the Damascus Health Workers Union honored the
Palestinian technician Muhammad Ali Abu Eid, from Yarmouk

camp.

Mohamed, working at the Directorate of Laboratories of Control
and Drug Research, received a reward and a certificate of

appreciation for his dedication and creativity.

According to the office of the Damascus Health Workers Syndicate,
the refugee carried out maintenance work for expensive HPLC
laboratory devices, helping the syndicate save millions of Syrian

pounds.

In another development, representatives of the Fuel Company
seized vehicles tasked with distributing heating oil to citizens’

homes.

The fuel company said in a statement that it had seized licensed oil
distribution cars in Rif Dimashq which forced civilians to show up
at distribution points to receive their allowances, overburdening

the cash-strapped families.

Following complaints filed by the residents, the company issued
penalties against the drivers who have refused to deliver fuel

supplies to addresses indicated on smart cards.
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Meanwhile, humanitarian organizations appealed to European
Union diplomats to pressurize the Greek government to backtrack

on the projected deportation of a group of migrants from Turkey.

On Friday, Greek coast guard said a small cargo ship carrying
about 400 migrants that suffered engine problems in the eastern
Mediterranean Sea off the Greek island of Crete will be towed to a

safe anchorage in Greece.

But by late Friday night, no port had been designated for the ship
and there were signs the incident could turn into a diplomatic
tussle with neighboring Turkey, Greece's regional rival from where

the ship departed.

A coast guard statement said the Turkish-flagged freighter was
located by a Greek search-and-rescue vessel east of Crete, following

a tip that it needed assistance.

There was no indication that anybody on it was in ill health,
although it was unclear how long it had been at sea and what its
food and water situation was. The nationalities of the passengers

and crew were unknown.

Sn official with knowledge of the operation initially told The
Associated Press. on customary condition of anonymity, that a
formal request was to be made to Turkey to take back the ship and
its passengers, who meanwhile were expected to be temporarily
sheltered in a Greek port. He said it had left from Turkey, and
therefore under a 2016 migrant agreement between Ankara and

the European Union, Turkey should take it back.
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A photograph posted by the coast guard showed scores of people,
mostly men, standing in groups on the deck of a small, battered-

looking freighter.

In the meantime, Syrian President Bashar al-Assad issued an
administrative order to end the retention and recall of reserve
officers, non-commissioned officers and reserve personnel, as of

the beginning of 2022.

The decision to terminate the retention and summons of reserve
officers included the description of officers and reserve personnel,

according to the following:

A — Officers (retained and enrolled in the reserve service whose
actual reserve service reached two years or more until the date of

December 31, 2021 AD inclusive).

B- Human doctors who specialize in the management of medical
services and whose actual reserve service reached two years or
more until the date of December 31, 2021 AD inclusive, are
dismissed according to the possibility of dispensing with their

services.

The retention and recall of non-commissioned officers and reserve
personnel shall be terminated as of 1/1/2022 according to the

following;:

Non-commissioned officers and individuals (retained and enrolled

in the reserve service) whose actual reserve service has reached no
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less than /6/ years and a half until the date of December 31, 2021

AD inclusive.
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