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"Palestinian Refugee Survives Assassination Attempt in Syria" 

• Palestinian Refugee Dies under Mysterious Circumstances in Syrian Gov’t 

Jail 

• Palestinian Refugee Muayad AlHayek Secretly Jailed in Syria since 2015 

• Palestinian Child from Syria Receives Best Novel Award in Sweden 



 

Latest Developments 

Palestinian refugee Nael Taha Mohamed Shahada, aged 26, 

survived an assassination attempt in AlMuzeireeb town, south of 

Syria, after unidentified gunmen opened fire at him in his leg. He 

was transferred to Daraa National Hospital for urgent treatment. 

The gunmen also shot Mohamed Mahmoud AlGhanem, aged 40. 

No injuries were reported. 

A couple of days earlier, AlMuzeireeb mayor Ahmad AlNabulsi, 

aged 55, survived an assassination attempt after anonymous 

gunmen shot him with gunfire. The mayor was evacuated to the 

Daraa National Hospital, before he was transferred to the Muwasat 

Hospital. 

 

Over recent years, Palestinians taking shelter in AlMuzeireeb town 

have expressed deep concern over the security situation in the area 

after reports have emerged on increasing assassination attempts. 

Activists have accused pro-government militias in Syria of 

assassinating opposition affiliates south of Syria in violation of the 

reconciliation accords struck between the two sides. 



 

AGPS documented the death of 395 Palestinian refugees in Daraa 

province, including 56 from AlMuzeireeb town, where nearly 8,500 

Palestinian refugees used to take shelter. 

Along the same line, AGPS documented the death of 

Palestinian refugee Majed Na’imi in Syrian government prisons. 

The latter reportedly breathed his last on November 5, 2014. 

The casualty was kidnapped by government forces from AlKashef 

neighborhood, in Daraa, on November 26, 2012, a couple of weeks 

before he was transferred to a military branch in Daraa. Sometime 

later, he was taken to Damascus. 

 

On November 5, 2014, the Tishreen Military Hospital in Damascus 

told his family that he died five months after his detention and 

handed them over the death report. 

AGPS documented the death of 590 Palestinian refugees due to 

fatal torture in Syrian state penal complexes, among them dozens 

of women and minors.  



 

Meanwhile, Palestinian refugee Muayad Khaled AlHayek has 

been enduring a mysterious fate in Syrian state lock-ups, where he 

has been held for the fourth consecutive year. 

Muayad was arrested on April 16, 2015, at the age of 14. Ex-

prisoners said they last met him at the security branch in Hama. 

Muayad’s brother, Mohamed Khaled, died under torture in Syrian 

government prisons while his father has been forcibly disappeared 

in government penitentiaries since 2014. 

In the meantime, Palestinian refugee from Syria Khaled 

Ra’fat Assaad, born in Syria’s 2008 in Khan Eshieh Camp, won the 

best fiction award for 2018 granted by the Swedish News Agency. 

Khaled’s novel tackled the story of his migration to Sweden with 

his family in 2013, fleeing war-torn Syria, and the risks they had 

gone through in their mountainous journey. 

 


