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"4 Women Among 7 Palestinians Arrested by Syrian Gov’t Forces South of Damascus"

e Israeli forces Strike Gov’t Sites in Syria

e Civil Registration Office Opened in AlSabina Camp for Palestinian
Refugees

¢ UNRWA: Strategic Dialogue Held in Stockholm to Boost Refugee Funds
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Latest Developments

Seven Palestinian refugees from Yarmouk Camp were arrested by

Syrian government forces in Yalda town, south of Damascus.

According to Zaman AlWasl news site, the seven arrestees were
summoned to questioning by the local reconciliation committees,

before they were arrested.

The list includes three women and activist Yaser Amayri.

AGPS kept record of the detention of over 1,747 Palestinian
refugees in Syrian government jails, among them dozens of women

and minors.

Meanwhile, Syrian state media said the Israeli army carried
out an air strike on military targets near the city of Masyaf in

western Hama province overnight Friday-Saturday.

Syria’s official state news agency SANA said Israel Air Force jets
fired missiles while flying from Lebanese airspace, destroying

several buildings and injuring a number of people.
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“Around 2:30 am (2330 GMT Friday) ... the Israeli air force carried
out a strike targeting one of our military positions in the town of

Masyaf,” SANA quoted a military source as saying.

“The enemy missiles were dealt with and some of them were shot
down before reaching their target, resulting in the damage of a few

buildings and the injury of three fighters,” SANA said.

The strike also targeted sites run the Syrian military and the

Palestine Liberation Army (PLA) in Hama, west of Syria.

Medical sources said 23 people have been evacuated to Masyaf

Hospital in Hama.
PLA reported no injuries among its forces.

According to AGPS data, 277 PLA fighters have been pronounced

dead in war-torn Syria.

In another development, the General Authority for
Palestinian Arab Refugees announced on Saturday the launch of a
civil registration office in AlSabina Camp for Palestinian refugees,

in Rif Dimashgq.
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AlSabina Camp used to provide shelter to nearly 25, 000

Palestinian refugees, prior to the mass-deportation wave of 2013.

The office was inaugurated by Director-General of the General

Authority for Palestinian Arab Refugees, Ali Mustafa.

Located some 14 kilometers away from southern Damascus,
AlSabina Camp has been gripped with an abject situation owing to
the absence of humanitarian assistance, relief aids, proper

infrastructure, and vital facilities.

In the meantime, Jordanian Foreign Minister Ayman Safadi
and his Swedish counterpart Margot Wallstrom on Friday hosted a
ministerial strategic dialogue in Stockholm to discuss sustainable
ways to support the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for
Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA).

In remarks during the meeting, Safadi stressed that UNRWA must
continue to operate in fulfillment of its UN mandate until a durable
and just solution to the refugee issue is found in accordance with
relevant UN resolutions, including resolution 194, and within the
context of a comprehensive solution to the Palestinian-Israeli

conflict on the basis of the two-state solution.
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Friday’s meeting was aimed at agreeing an action plan to mobilize
the international community’s efforts to bridge UNRWA’s 2019
funding gap, which stands at $200 million, in addition to finding
long-term financial plans for the agency and building on its

initiative to enhance efficiency.

UNRWA Commissioner General Pierre Krahenbiihl reviewed
during the talks, in which representatives from Egypt, France,
Germany, Japan, Kuwait, Norway, the UK, the European External
Action Service and the European Commission took part, the
agency’s continued programs to assist over 5 million Palestinian
refugees despite the financial challenges facing the UNRWA, a

joint communiqué issued following the talks said.

Participants stressed during the talks that UNRWA'’s programs are
a critical component for regional development, stability and

security in the interest of all.

They emphasized the importance of these programs in offering
protection and vital development support to over 5.4 million
Palestinian refugees in Jordan, Lebanon, Syria and the Palestinian

territories, including East Jerusalem and Gaza.

The session renewed the call for an international commitment for
2019, which will show once again that political and financial

support is key to regional and international stability.

Concrete measures that could be taken to raise international

awareness about UNRWA'’s vital role and operations, including in
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regional groups and high-level international meetings, were also

discussed.

The diplomats agreed to invite all donors to actively support
UNRWA, notably through multi-year financial commitment and
core financing, to help the agency bridge the 2019 funding gap and

ensure sustainable financial support in 2020 and beyond.

The US, which was by far the biggest contributor to UNRWA,
announced last year that it would no longer fund the agency,
causing a funding crisis for the agency and risking its operations
that cover Palestinian refugees mainly residing in the West Bank,

Gaza, Jordan, Lebanon and Syria.
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