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"Palestinian Refugee Tents North of Syria Flooded by Violent Rain Torrents"

¢ Palestinian Students Take Part in Sports Event South of Syria
¢ Vaccination Campaign Kick-Started in Khan Eshieh Camp
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Latest Developments

Tents have been uprooted and others have fallen apart as torrential
downpours have swamped Deir Ballout Camp for Palestinian

refugees in Jindires in Afrin, north of Syria.

Pictures and videos circulated on social media show dozens of
Palestinian refugees lying in the streets, without roofs over their

heads, and children shivering of cold.

Refugees have not had a moment’s rest as they have been trying to

rinse out the overflow caused by the heavy rain showers.

Over recent weeks, some 350 displaced Palestinian families in Deir
Ballout Camp have expressed concerns over their fate as a freezing

winter season has been around the corner.

Refugee families and activists have lashed out at the apathy
maintained by UNRWA, the Palestinian Authority, and all other

concerned bodies regarding their tragic situation.

Sometime earlier, AGPS, in partnership with the Palestinian Return
Centre (PRC), sounded the alarm over the situation of the

Palestinian refugees north of Syria.
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This came in a report passed on to the United Nations Human
Rights Council (UNHRC) in Geneva on September 19, 2018 as part
of the 39th session.

AGPS warned of UNRWA'’s dragging of its feet regarding the tragic
situation wrought on hundreds of displaced Palestinian families
north of Syria and called for serious efforts to secure Palestinians’

legal and physical protection.

The rampant Syrian warfare has had disastrous fallouts on the
Palestinian refugees, hundreds of whom have been pronounced
dead due to war-related incidents while hundreds of others have
been locked up in Syrian government dungeons, where dozens have

also been tortured to death.

In the meantime, Palestinian girls enrolled at Ein Karem
School in Daraa refugee camp, south of Syria, joined a local sports

event, in the first such move held over the past seven years.

The initiative comes as part of underway attempts to tone down the
traumatic upshots Syria’s seven-year warfare has wrought on the

Palestinian refugee community.
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Palestinians sheltered in Daraa Camp have been grappling with dire
conditions and denied their basic rights, most notably the right to
health care and education, among other vital services. Most of
UNRWA-run facilities have gone out of operation in the

government-held area.

Meanwhile, medics at a clinic in Khan Eshieh Camp for
Palestinian refugees embarked on a campaign to vaccinate first-year
students at the Biria and Deir Amr elementary schools, run by
UNRWA.

A seminar was also held by a dentist working at the clinic to boost
children’s and parents’ awareness about tooth decay and ways to

prevent dental cavities.

Khan Eshieh students used to attend classes at six schools
established by UNRWA in the area, including two schools for boys,
two for girls, and two preparatory schools. Another government-run
school for Syrian nationals, along with a secondary school and

kindergartens, had also been operative in the area.
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